
 

Australian National Busking Championships™ 

Saturday 1st November! -“It’s easy to remember the first of November” 

The third annual Australian National Busking Championships™ (ANBC) is shaping up to be a 

wonderful music event for Cooma and the Snowy Mountains. Local businesses and organisations 

have pledged sponsorship totalling $7,700 for cash prizes.  

In an exciting new development, this year's event will be presented by the Cooma Rotary Club.   

This is great news because the 

Cooma Rotary Club brings a lot of 

benefits to this community-based 

music event.  

1. Cooma Rotary Club will bring 
more helpers, “boots on the 
ground”, on and before the 
day of the event.  

2. Cooma Rotary is part of a 
great network of Rotary Clubs 
all around Australia, and 
indeed the world, so we'll be 
able to spread the word.  

3. Another benefit is that the 
Cooma Rotary Club brings a large amount of business knowledge and collective wisdom to 
the table. 

4. With Cooma Rotary taking on the ANBC as a special project, this event now has an official 
not-for-profit status, opening up opportunities for grants and donations.  

 

This partnership will ensure that the Australian National Busking Championships™ can grow from 

strength to strength and in the future become a truly national music festival. 

 

Cooma Rotary Club & ANBC organising committee forge a new partnership 



A Unique Music Festival:  

The Australian National Busking 

Championships is a different sort of music 

festival for Australia. Most music festivals are 

based on a particular style of music, e.g. 

Tamworth Country Music Festival, Woodford 

Folk Festival, Byron Bay Blues Festival. The 

ANBC is a celebration of all genres because 

the buskers bring a huge variety of music to 

this event. Whether that be Blues, Jazz, Pop, 

Rock, Folk, Country, Bluegrass, Indigenous, 

Multicultural or Classical, the Australian 

National Busking Championships™ reflects the 

rich diversity of Australian music culture. 

All The Entertainment Is Free: 

Tickets for many music festivals can be expensive; in the ANBC all the street entertainment is 

provided free of charge. The audience can, of course, tip the busker but that is their choice. All this 

wonderful music is performed literally feet away from them. 

How Much Does It Cost To Be A Busker? 

There is a registration fee of just $10 per busker. The maximum fee will be $40 for a group 

registration. All fees will be remitted to the Rotary Club of Cooma. The ANBC is open to all genres, all 

ages, professional or amateur, groups and individuals. There is a total cash prize pool of $7,700 

made up of 20 cash prizes covering all age groups and music styles. By the way, buskers can 

register as either a competitor (and be in the running for the fabulous cash prizes) or as a non-

competitor (and just perform for fun). Either way, the buskers get to keep any money that they may 

earn on the day or, they may decide to donate it to their favourite charity.  

 The Entry Form is available to download at: www.coomamusic.com.au. 

 

 

http://www.coomamusic.com.au/


The People's Choice Award & Busker Dollars: 

The People's Choice Award is a chance for 

everyone to vote for their favourite busker. Here's 

how it works: you buy specially printed Busker 

Dollars (50cents each) from the Cooma Rotary 

Club stall, which will be situated just outside the 

Cooma Visitors Centre, and then you vote by 

placing your Dollars in your favourite buskers' 

hats. Votes will be tallied and the busker with the 

most Dollars will be presented with the $1,000 

People's Choice Award at the end of the Finals 

Concert. Second and Third most popular will win 

$700 and $300 respectively. 

But wait - there's more! If you put your name and 

contact on the back of the dollars, you yourself will 

be entered in the Lucky Busker Dollars Draw, with over $1600 worth of prizes to be won.  

 

Camping Available: 

Affordable camping will be available at the Cooma 

Showgrounds on Friday and Saturday. This is a fantastic 

new development, because a lot of the buskers that come 

from outside of Cooma don’t have the money to pay for 

motel/hotel accommodation. Also, it makes this event more 

attractive to that huge camper-vanning “grey nomad” market.  

Unpowered sites are $12 per night and powered sites are 

$22 per night.  

Bookings at Cooma Visitors Centre: 1800 636 525  

 

Promotion and Advertising: 

We have developed an extensive marketing campaign. Our media partners include ABC 

Local and National Radio, ABC TV, Cooma-Monaro Express, The Monaro Post, Snowy 

River Echo, 2XL & Snow FM Radio, 2MNO Community Radio, Canberra Floriade, and 

BMA magazine free entertainment guide. We have also been posting daily on our 

website, www.coomamusic.com.au and our Facebook page. The Australian National 

Busking Championships is also listed on Visit Cooma and Visit NSW websites. 

On the day, popular ABC Local Radio 

breakfast host, Ian Campbell, will be one 

of our judges. He’ll also being doing live 

feeds during the Championships. Ginny 

Stein, from ABC TV’s Landline, will be 

here with a film crew. Peter Crane from 

Bon Productions will be producing a 

documentary as well as HD-quality digital 

images and audio for future promotions. 

 

Prizes for the Lucky Draw 

Cooma Showground - all amenities & hot showers 



 

A Worthwhile Community Event: 

From its first year, the Australian National Busking 

Championships™ has helped local not-for-profit groups raise 

money through fund raising activities on the day. Organisations 

such as the Cooma District Hospital Auxiliary, Cooma Rotary 

Club, Cooma Railway, 2MNO Community Radio, Cooma 

Swimming Club, St Patrick’s Parish School, to name a few, have 

raised thousands of dollars through this event.  

In fact, the main reason why the Australian National Busking Championships™ came into 

existence was through the wonderful work of the Snowy Ride. The ANBC was originally 

conceived to provide entertainment and fun for the 4,000 or so Snowy Riders as they passed 

through Cooma. Since its beginnings in 2001, this annual motorcycle event has raised over 

$5 million towards childhood cancer research.  

The Snowy Ride is organised by the Steven Walter Children’s Cancer 

Foundation. So we at the Australian National Busking Championships are 

pleased to support the Snowy Ride. For more information about the 

Snowy Ride go to: www.snowyride.org.au 

 

It’s All In The Name: 

From the first, we have seen the potential for this 

unique event. It’s a powerful name, “Australian 

National Busking Championships™”, and it’s 

already working.  

Guyy Lilleyman the winner of last year’s ANBC was 

struggling to get into the music industry, busking at 

the Kingston Markets in Canberra when he could. 

When he became the Australian National Busking 

Champion 2013, people suddenly began to take an 

interest in him. ABC radio did a number of interviews 

and live broadcasts with Guyy. A musician’s agent 

has now taken him on, and he’s currently touring 

overseas in South Africa. He proudly displays 

“Australian National Busking Champion” on his 

advertising. By the way, he contacted me to make 

sure he wouldn’t miss this year’s Championships. 

He’s going to defend his title! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.snowyride.org.au/


The Prizes: 

 


